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Trump was the subject of an apparent assassination attempt at his 
Florida golf club, the FBI says 


Photos that show an AK-47 rifle, a backpack and a Go-Pro camera on a fence outside Trump International Golf Club taken after an 
apparent assassination attempt of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, are displayed during a news 
conference at the Palm Beach County Main Library, Sunday. Sept. 15, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla. 
Associated Press 


By 
ALANNA 
DURKIN 
RICHER, COLLEEN LONG, 
ERIC TUCKER, ZEKE MILLER 
and 
STEPHANY 
MATAT 
Associated Press 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) 
— 
Donald 
Trump 
was the target Sunday of 
“what appears to be an 
attempted 
assassination” 
at his golf club in West Palm 
Beach, Florida, the FBI said, 
just nine weeks after the 
Republican 
presidential 
nominee survived another 
attempt on his life. The 
former president said he 
was safe and well, and 
authorities held a man in 
custody. 
U.S. Secret Service agents 
posted a few holes up 
from where Trump was 
playing noticed the muzzle 
of an AK-style rifle sticking 
through the shrubbery that 
lines the course, roughly 
400 yards away. 


Visit the island’s popular cave 
sites! 


US NEWS 
Monday 16 SepteMber 2024 
A2 


A ‘Trump Train’ convoy surrounded a Biden-Harris bus. Was it political 
violence? 


By NADIA LATHAN 
Associated Press/Report for 
America 
AUSTIN, 
Texas 
(AP) 
— 
A 
Texas 
jury 
will 
soon 
decide whether a convoy 
of 
supporters 
of 
then- 
President 
Donald 
Trump 
violently intimidated former 
Democratic 
lawmaker 
Wendy 
Davis 
and 
two 
others on a Biden-Harris 
campaign bus when a so- 
called “Trump Train” boxed 


them in for more than an 
hour on a Texas highway 
days 
before 
the 
2020 
election. 
The trial, which began on 
Sept. 9, resumes Monday 
and is expected to last 
another week. 
Attorneys for the plaintiffs 
argued that six of the 
Trump Train drivers violated 
state 
and 
federal 
law. 
Lawyers for the defendants 
said they did not conspire 


against 
the 
Democrats 
on the bus and that their 
actions 
are 
protected 
speech. 
Here’s what else to know: 
What happened on Oct. 
30, 2020? 
Dozens of cars and trucks 
organized by a local Trump 
Train group swarmed the 
bus on its way from San 
Antonio to Austin. It was the 
last day of early voting in 
Texas for the 2020 general 


election, and the bus was 
scheduled to make a stop 
in San Marcos for an event 
at Texas State University. 
Video recorded by Davis 
shows 
pickup 
trucks 
with 
large 
Trump 
flags 
aggressively slowing down 
and boxing in the bus 
as it tried to move away 
from the Trump Train. One 
defendant hit a campaign 
volunteer’s car while the 
trucks occupied all lanes of 
traffic, slowing the bus and 
everyone around it to a 15 
mph crawl. 
Those 
on 
the 
bus 
— 
including 
Davis, 
a 
campaign staffer and the 
driver — repeatedly called 
911 asking for help and a 
police escort through San 
Marcos, but when no law 
enforcement arrived, the 
campaign canceled the 
event and pushed forward 
to Austin. 
San 
Marcos 
settled 
a 
separate lawsuit filed by 
the same three Democrats 
against 
the 
police, 
agreeing to pay $175,000 
and 
mandate 
political 
violence training for law 
enforcement. 
Davis testified that she 
felt she was being “taken 
hostage” and has sought 
treatment for anxiety. 


In the days leading up to 
the event, Democrats were 
also intimidated, harassed 
and 
received 
death 
threats, the lawsuit said. 
“I 
feel 
like 
they 
were 
enjoying 
making 
us 
afraid,” Davis testified. “It’s 
traumatic for all of us to 
revisit that day.” 
What’s 
the 
plaintiffs’ 
argument? 
In opening statements, an 
attorney for the plaintiffs 
said 
convoy 
organizers 
targeted the bus in a 
calculated 
attack 
to 
intimidate the Democrats 
in violation of the “Ku Klux 
Klan Act,” an 1871 federal 
law 
that 
bans 
political 
violence and intimidation. 
“We’re here because of 
actions that put people’s 
lives 
in 
danger,” 
said 
Samuel Hall, an attorney 
with the law firm Willkie Farr 
& Gallagher. The plaintiffs, 
he 
said, 
were 
“literally 
driven out of town by a 
swarm of trucks.” 
The six Trump Train drivers 
succeeded 
in 
making 
the campaign cancel its 
remaining events in Texas 
in a war they believed was 
“between good and evil,” 
Hall said.q 


Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Democratic vice presidential candidate Sen. Kamala 
Harris, D-Calif., ride on a bus in Phoenix, Oct. 8, 2020, on a small 
business bus tour. 
Associated Press 
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An agent fired and the 
gunman dropped the rifle 
and fled in an SUV, leaving 
the firearm behind along 
with two backpacks, a 
scope used for aiming and 
a GoPro camera, Palm 
Beach County Sheriff Ric 
Bradshaw said. The man 
was later taken into custody 
in a neighboring county. 
It was the latest jarring 
moment in a campaign 
year 
marked 
by 
unprecedented upheaval. 
On July 13, Trump was 
shot during a rally in Butler, 
Pennsylvania, and a bullet 
grazed his ear. Eight days 
later, Democratic President 
Joe Biden withdrew from 
the race, giving way for 
Vice 
President 
Kamala 
Harris 
to 
become 
the 
party’s nominee. 
And it was sure to add 
to the questions about 
Secret Service protective 
operations 
after 
the 
agency’s 
admitted 
failures in preventing the 
attempted assassination of 
Trump this summer. 
In an email to supporters, 
Trump said: “There were 
gunshots in my vicinity, but 
before rumors start spiraling 
out of control, I wanted 
you to hear this first: I AM 
SAFE AND WELL!” He wrote: 
“Nothing will slow me down. 
I will NEVER SURRENDER!” 
He 
returned 
to 
Mar-a- 
Lago, 
his 
private 
club 
in 
Palm 
Beach 
where 
he lives, according to a 
person familiar with Trump’s 
movements who was not 
authorized to discuss them 
publicly 
and 
spoke 
on 
condition of anonymity. 
It was not immediately 
clear whether the incident 
would affect his campaign 
schedule. He was set to 
speak from Florida about 
cryptocurrency 
live 
on 
Monday 
night 
on 
the 
social media site X for the 
launch of his sons’ crypto 
platform. He planned a 
town hall Tuesday in Flint, 
Michigan, with his former 
press secretary, Arkansas 
Gov. 
Sarah 
Huckabee 
Sanders, followed by a rally 
Wednesday on New York’s 
Long Island. 
Trump’s 
running 
mate, 
Ohio Sen. JD Vance, said 
in a post online: “I’m glad 
President Trump is safe. I 
spoke to him before the 
news was public and he 
was, amazingly, in good 


spirits.” 
Biden 
and 
Harris 
were 
briefed 
and 
would 
be 
kept 
updated 
on 
the 
investigation. 
The 
White 
House 
said 
they 
were 
“relieved” to know Trump is 
safe. 
Harris, in a statement, also 
said “violence has no place 
in America.” 
In the aftermath, Trump 
checked 
in 
with 
allies, 
including 
Vance, 
South 
Carolina 
Sen. 
Lindsey 
Graham and several Fox 
News hosts. 
Fox 
News 
host 
Sean 
Hannity recounted on air 
his conversation with Trump 
and the former president’s 
golf partner, Steve Witkoff. 
They told Hannity they had 
been on the fifth hole and 
about to go up to putt 
when they heard a “pop 
pop, pop pop.” Within 
seconds, he said Witkoff 
recounted, Secret Service 
agents 
“pounced 
on” 
Trump and “covered him” 
to protect him. 
Trump had returned to 
Florida this weekend from 
a West Coast swing that 
included a Friday night rally 
in Las Vegas and a Utah 
fundraiser. His campaign 
had not advised about any 
public plans for Trump on 
Sunday. He often spends 
the morning playing golf, 
before having lunch at the 
club, one of three he owns 
in the state. 
He has had a stepped-up 
security footprint since the 


assassination 
attempt 
in 
July. When he has been at 
Trump Tower in New York, 
parked dump trucks have 
formed a wall outside the 
building. At outdoor rallies, 
he now speaks from behind 
an enclosure of bulletproof 
glass. 
The 
Florida 
golf 
course 
was partially shut down for 
Trump as he played, but 
there are several areas 
around the perimeter of the 
property where golfers are 
visible from the fence line. 
Secret Service agents and 
officers in golf carts and on 
ATVs generally secure the 
area several holes ahead 
and behind Trump when he 
plays. Agents also usually 
bring an armored vehicle 
onto the course to shelter 
Trump quickly should a 
threat arise. 
The Palm Beach County 
sheriff said the entire golf 
course would have been 
lined with law enforcement 
if Trump were the president, 
but because he is not, 
“security is limited to the 
areas 
that 
the 
Secret 
Service deems possible.” 
“I 
would 
imagine 
that 
the next time he comes 
to the golf course, there 
will probably be a little 
more people around the 
perimeter,” Bradshaw said. 
“But the Secret Service did 
exactly what they should 
have done, they provided 
exactly what the protection 
should have been and their 
agent did a fantastic job.” 


Former 
presidents 
and 
their spouses have Secret 
Service protection for life, 
but the security around 
former 
presidents 
varies 
according to threat levels 
and exposure, with the 
toughest typically being in 
the immediate aftermath 
of their leaving office. 
Trump’s protective detail 
has been higher than some 
other 
former 
presidents 
because of his high visibility 
and his campaign to seek 
the White House again. 
The man in custody was 
Ryan 
Routh, 
three 
law 
enforcement officials told 
the AP. The officials who 
identified 
the 
suspect 
spoke on the condition 
of 
anonymity 
because 
they were not authorized 
to 
discuss 
the 
ongoing 
investigation. 
The FBI was leading the 
investigation 
and 
was 
working to determine any 
motive. Attorney General 
Merrick 
Garland 
was 
receiving regular updates. 
Agents with the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and 
Explosives 
were 
helping investigate. 
“The FBI has responded 
to 
West 
Palm 
Beach 
Florida and is investigating 
what appears to be an 
attempted assassination of 
former President Trump,” 
the bureau said. 
News reporters were not 
with Trump on Sunday. 
Bucking tradition, Trump’s 
campaign has not arranged 


to have a protective pool 
of reporters travel with him, 
as is standard for major 
party nominees and for the 
president. Harris does not 
have a protective pool at 
all times, but does allow 
reporters to travel with her 
for public events. 
Martin 
County 
Sheriff 
William D. Snyder said the 
suspect was apprehended 
within minutes of the FBI, 
Secret Service and Palm 
Beach 
County 
Sheriff’s 
Office putting out a “very 
urgent BOLO” — or “be on 
the lookout” alert detailing 
the specific vehicle sought, 
license 
plate 
number 
and 
description 
of 
the 
occupant. 
Snyder said his deputies 
“immediately 
flooded” 
northbound I-95, deploying 
to every exit between the 
Palm Beach County line 
to the south and St. Lucie 
County line to the north. 
“One of my road patrol units 
saw the vehicle, matched 
the tag and we set up on 
the vehicle,” Snyder said, 
“We pinched in on the car, 
got it safely stopped and 
got the driver in custody.” 
Snyder told WPTV that the 
suspect “was not armed 
when we took him out of 
the car.” 
The man had a calm, flat 
demeanor 
and 
showed 
little emotion when he was 
stopped by police, Snyder 
said, saying the suspect did 
not question why he was 
being pulled over.q 


Sheriff vehicles are pictured near Trump International Golf Club, Sunday. Sept. 15, 2024, in West Palm Beach, Fla., 
after gunshots were reported in the vicinity of Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump. 
Associated Press 
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Top legal adviser to New York City mayor quits as investigations 
swell 


By CEDAR ATTANASIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The top 
legal adviser to New York 
City Mayor Eric Adams re- 
signed abruptly over the 
weekend, the latest sign of 
instability in the Democrat’s 
administration as it deals 
with multiple federal inves- 
tigations. 
City Hall announced Lisa 
Zornberg’s departure late 
Saturday night. She had 
advised Adams and other 
city officials on legal strat- 
egy for over a year and of- 
ten parried legal questions 
from the press on his behalf. 
She was not his personal 
lawyer. 
“It has been a great honor 
to serve the City. I am ten- 
dering my resignation, ef- 
fective today, as I have 
concluded that I can no 
longer effectively serve in 
my position. I wish you noth- 


ing but the best,” Zornberg 
wrote in a three-sentence 
resignation letter to Adams. 
The resignation comes af- 
ter the phones of multiple 
members of Mayor Eric 
Adams’ inner circle were 
seized by federal investi- 
gators, including the head 


of New York City’s police 
department, who resigned 
Thursday. 
Zornberg, a former federal 
prosecutor in the U.S. at- 
torney’s office now leading 
some of the investigations 
into the Adams administra- 
tion, wasn’t one of the offi- 


cials who had their phones 
seized. 
The police commissioner, 
Edward Caban resigned 
citing the “distraction” cre- 
ated by news of the the in- 
vestigations. 
Federal authorities haven’t 
disclosed the subjects of 
the investigations. Besides 
the police commissioner, 
phones were taken from 
the head of the public 
schools system, a top dep- 
uty mayor, and two top ad- 
visers to Adams on public 
safety issues. 
Investigators 
seized 
de- 
vices from Caban’s twin 
brother, 
James 
Caban, 
a former NYPD sergeant 
who runs a nightclub secu- 
rity business. They also con- 
ducted searches related 
to Terence Banks, who is 
the brother of Adams’ top 
deputy on public safety, 
Phil Banks, and Education 


Chancellor David Banks. 
In separate investigations, 
federal 
authorities 
have 
previously seized phones 
from 
Adams, 
searched 
the home of one of his top 
campaign fundraisers, and 
searched two homes linked 
to his director of Asian af- 
fairs. 
Adams has denied any 
knowledge of wrongdoing. 
Adams said an interim re- 
placement 
for 
Zornberg 
would be announced in 
the coming days. 
“We appreciate all the 
work Lisa has done for our 
administration and, more 
importantly, the city over 
the past 13 months,” Ad- 
ams said in a statement. 
“These are hard jobs and 
we don’t expect anyone 
to stay in them forever. We 
wish Lisa all the best in her 
future endeavors.”q 


Lisa Zornberg, New York City Hall’s chief counsel, speaks during 
a mayoral news conference at City Hall, in New York, Nov. 14, 
2023. 
Associated Press 


Cooler weather in Southern California helps in wildfire battle 


By SCOTT SONNER, JAIMIE 
DING and OLGA R. RODRI- 
GUEZ 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Thou- 
sands of firefighters aided 
by cooler weather made 
progress Saturday against 
three 
Southern 
Califor- 
nia wildfires, and officials 
in northern Nevada were 
hopeful 
that 
almost 
all 
evacuees from a blaze 
there could soon be home. 
Authorities 
have 
started 
scaling back evacuations 
at the largest blaze. The 
Bridge Fire east of Los An- 
geles has burned 81 square 
miles (210 square kilome- 
ters), torched at least 33 
homes and six cabins and 
forced the evacuation of 
10,000 people. Two fire- 
fighters have been injured 
in the blaze, state fire offi- 
cials said. 
Operations section chief 
Don Freguila said Saturday 
that containment was esti- 
mated at 3% and improv- 
ing, with nearly 2,500 fire- 
fighters working the lines. 
He said Saturday’s focus 
would be on the fire’s west 
flank and northern edge 
near Wrightwood, where 
airtankers dropped retar- 
dant on the flames in steep, 


rugged areas inaccessible 
to ground crews. 
“A lot of good work. We’re 
really beating this up and 
starting 
to 
make 
some 
good progress,” Freguila 
said. He said a new spot fire 
broke out Friday night near 
the Mount Baldy ski area 
along the blaze’s southern 
edge, burning only about 
an acre before crews “but- 
toned it up.” 


The 
Southern 
California 
have threatened tens of 
thousands of homes and 
other structures since they 
escalated during a triple- 
digit heat wave. 
The Davis fire in northern 
Nevada 
The blaze in Nevada near 
Lake 
Tahoe 
broke 
out 
last 
weekend, 
destroy- 
ing 14 homes and burning 
through nearly 9 square 


miles (23 square kilome- 
ters) of timber and brush 
along the Sierra Nevada’s 
eastern slope. Some 20,000 
people were forced from 
their homes early this week. 
Fire officials said there was a 
90% chance the last of the 
evacuees would be able 
to return to their homes by 
the end of Saturday. 
Containment of the blaze 
was estimated at 76% Sat- 


urday, fire spokeswoman 
Celeste Prescott said. Some 
of the 700 crew members 
should soon be sent off to 
other fires, she added. 
Firefighters 
were 
mostly 
mopping up but anticipat- 
ed winds picking up in the 
afternoon so stood ready 
to attack any spots that 
flare up. 
“We’re on the verge of 
big success here,” Truckee 
Meadows Fire District Chief 
Charles Moore said. 
The Line Fire in Southern 
California 
Authorities say a delivery 
driver 
purposely 
started 
the Line Fire in Southern 
California on Sept. 5. It has 
charred 59 square miles 
(153 square kilometers) in 
the San Bernardino moun- 
tains, where people ski in 
the winter and mountain 
bike in the summer. 
It was 25% contained as 
of Saturday. Cool weather 
over the next several days 
should help, fire officials 
said. 
It is burning through dense 
vegetation that grew af- 
ter two back-to-back wet 
winters when snowstorms 
broke tree branches, leav- 
ing behind a lot of “dead 
and down fuel,”q 


Chairs are stacked among the ruins in the aftermath of the Bridge Fire, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in 
Wrightwood, Calif. 
Associated Press 
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A high-level U.S. delegation in Dhaka to foster economic growth 
with interim government 


By JULHAS ALAM Associ- 
ated Press 
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) 
— A high-level U.S. delega- 
tion met Sunday with the 
head of Bangladesh’s in- 
terim government, Nobel 
laureate Muhammad Yu- 
nus, to affirm “dedication 
to fostering inclusive eco- 
nomic growth,” according 
to the American embassy 
in Dhaka. 
Yunus took over after for- 
mer Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina fled the country last 
month amid a mass upris- 
ing. She was accused of 
corruption, violation of hu- 
man rights and excessive 
use of force against the 
protesters. 
During her 15-year rule, 
Hasina enjoyed close rela- 
tions with India, China and 
Russia who have heavily 
invested in the country’s in- 
frastructure development, 
trade and investment. The 
U.S. has also become the 
single largest foreign inves- 


tor in Bangladesh under 
Hasina. 
Yunus on Sunday said he 
sought U.S. support “to re- 


build the country, carry 
out vital reforms, and bring 
back stolen assets,” his 
press office said in a state- 


ment after he met the del- 
egation at the State Guest 
House Jamuna in Dhaka. 
He told the U.S. representa- 


tives his interim administra- 
tion has moved fast to “re- 
set, reform, and restart” the 
economy, initiate reforms 
in financial sectors, and fix 
institutions such as the judi- 
ciary and police, the state- 
ment said. 


The U.S. delegation, led 
by Brent Neiman, assistant 
secretary for International 
Finance at the U.S. Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, had 
representatives from the 
U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development, and 
Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative. Donald Lu, 
assistant secretary of State 
for South and Central Asian 
Affairs, joined the delega- 
tion after visiting India. 
They met with several of- 
ficials in Dhaka, including 
Touhid Hossain, the coun- 
try’s adviser to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The USAID 
also signed an agreement 
to provide $202.25 million in 
aid to Bangladesh.q 


Reed J. Aeschliman, USAID Mission Director for Bangladesh, front left, and A. K. M. Shahabuddin, 
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Bangladesh, pose for a photograph with other officials 
after signing the 6th amendment of ‘The Development Objective Grant Agreement (DOAG)’ in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. 
Associated Press 


At least 8 people have died trying to cross the English Channel 


By BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
NICE, France (AP) — At 
least eight people died 
during a failed attempt 
to cross the English Chan- 
nel from northern France, 
French maritime authorities 
said Sunday. 
The tragedy occurred Sat- 
urday just before midnight 
when authorities spotted 
a boat, carrying dozens, in 
distress near a beach in the 
northern town of Amble- 
teuse. 
A French rescue ship was 
deployed to the area and 
rescue 
services 
offered 
medical assistance to 53 
migrants on the beach, a 
statement from the French 
maritime 
authorities 
in 
charge of the Channel and 
the North Sea said. 
“Despite the emergency 
care provided, eight peo- 
ple have died,” the state- 
ment said. 
No people were discov- 
ered during the search at 
sea, it added. 
Six 
people 
were 
taken 
to 
hospital 
“in 
relative 


emergency,” including a 
10-month-old baby with hy- 
pothermia, Jacques Billant, 
the Pas-de-Calais prefect, 
told French media on Sun- 
day. He said that survivors 
came from Eritrea, Sudan, 
Syria, Afghanistan, Egypt 
and Iran. 
The inflatable boat, carry- 
ing 59 people, set sail from 
the beach near the town 
of Vimont and ran aground 
soon after, the prefect said. 
“The boat was clearly torn 


apart on the rocks,” he 
added. 
Fifty-one 
survivors 
have 
been taken to a reception 
center in the city of Tou- 
louse, according to local 
authorises. The prosecu- 
tor’s office in Boulogne-sur- 
mer has opened an inves- 
tigation. 
The deaths on Saturday 
occurred nearly two weeks 
after a boat carrying mi- 
grants ripped apart in the 
English Channel as they 


attempted to reach Brit- 
ain from northern France, 
plunging dozens into the 
treacherous waterway and 
leaving 12 dead, officials 
said.British 
officials 
were 
quick to express sadness 
over another English Chan- 
nel tragedy. 
“It’s awful,’’ Foreign Secre- 
tary David Lammy told the 
BBC. “It’s a further loss of 
life.” 
The new Labour Party gov- 
ernment has pledged to 
crack down on criminal 
gangs and had discussed 
with 
European 
partners 
“how we go after those 
gangs, in cooperation up- 
stream.’’ 
Europe’s increasingly strict 
asylum rules, growing xe- 
nophobia and hostile treat- 
ment of migrants have 
been pushing them north. 
At least 46 migrants had 
died while trying to cross 
to the U.K. this year, said 
Billant, the Pas-de-Calais 
prefect. 
At least 137,563 people 
have reached the United 
Kingdom 
after 
crossing 


the Channel from France 
since 2018, according to 
U.K. Home Office figures. 
On Saturday alone, 14 
boats carrying 801 migrants 
reached Britain. 
French coast guard and 
navy vessels on Saturday 
rescued 200 people from 
the treacherous waters in 
the Pas-de-Calais area, ac- 
cording to a report sent by 
French maritime authorities 
in charge of the Channel 
and the North Sea. 


They said they observed 18 
attempts of boat depar- 
tures from France to Britain 
on Saturday. 


Other 
surveillance 
and 
rescue operations are un- 
derway Sunday along the 
entire Pas-de-Calais coast 
amid stormy weather con- 
ditions and agitated sea, 
French maritime authorities 
said. They warned anyone 
who tries to cross the Chan- 
nel on flimsy and overload- 
ed boats and in often dif- 
ficult weather conditions of 
“significant risks.”q 


A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from 
the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, 
France, Sept. 4, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Army to guard a hospital in Italy after a spate of attacks on 
medical staff across the country 


By GIADA ZAMPANO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy’s army 
will guard medical staff at 
a hospital in the southern 
Calabria 
region 
starting 
Monday, after a string of 
violent attacks on doctors 
and nurses by enraged pa- 
tients and relatives across 
Italy, local media reported. 
Prefect 
Paolo 
Giovanni 
Grieco approved a plan to 
reinforce the surveillance 
services already operated 
by soldiers on sensitive tar- 
gets in the Calabrian town 
of Vibo Valentia, including 
the hospital, the reports 
said. 
Recent attacks on health 
care workers have been 
particularly 
frequent 
in 
southern Italy, prompting 
the doctors’ national guild 
to request that the army be 
deployed to ensure medi- 
cal staff safety. 
The turning point was an 


assault at the Policlinico 
hospital in the southern city 
of Foggia in early Septem- 
ber. A group of about 50 
relatives and friends of a 
23-year-old woman — who 
died 
during 
emergency 
surgery — turned their grief 
and rage into violence, at- 
tacking the hospital staff. 


Video footage, widely cir- 
culated on social media, 
showed doctors and nurses 
barricading in a room to 
escape the attack. Some 
of them were punched 
and injured. The director of 
the hospital threatened to 
close its emergency room 
after 
denouncing 
three 
similar attacks in less than a 
week. 
With over 16,000 reported 
cases of physical and ver- 
bal assaults nationwide in 
2023 alone, Italian doctors 
and nurses have called for 
drastic measures. 


“We have never seen such 
levels of aggression in the 
past decade,” said Anto- 
nio De Palma, president of 
the Nursing Up union, stress- 
ing the urgent need for ac- 
tion. 
“We are now at a point 
where considering military 
protection in hospitals is no 
longer a far-fetched idea. 
We cannot wait any lon- 


ger,” he said. 
The Italian Federation of 
Medical-Scientific Societies 
has also proposed more se- 
vere measures for offend- 
ers, such as suspending ac- 
cess to free medical care 
for three years for anyone 
who assaults healthcare 
workers or damages hospi- 
tal facilities. 
Understaffing 
and 
long 


waiting lists are the main 
reasons behind patients’ 
frustration with health work- 
ers. 
According to Italy’s largest 
union for doctors, nearly 
half of emergency medi- 
cine 
positions 
remained 
unfilled as of 2022. Doctors 
lament that Italy’s legisla- 
tion has kept wages low, 
leading to overworked and 
burned out staff at hospi- 
tals. 
These problems have been 
further 
aggravated 
by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which has pushed many 
health workers to leave 
Italy in search of better op- 
portunities abroad. 
In 2023, Italy was short of 
about 30,000 doctors, and 
between 2010 and 2020, 
the country saw the closure 
of 111 hospitals and 113 
emergency rooms, data 
from a specialized forum 
showed.q 


Carabinieri (Italian paramilitary police) officers outside the San 
Giovanni Evangelista Hospital in Tivoli, Italy, on Dec. 9, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Venezuela says it arrested 6 foreigners allegedly involved in a plot 
to kill President Maduro 


By MANUEL RUEDA 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— Three Americans, two 
Spaniards and a Czech citi- 
zen were arrested Saturday 
after Venezuelan officials 
accused them of com- 
ing to the South American 
country to assassinate Pres- 
ident Nicolas Maduro. 
The 
arrests 
were 
an- 
nounced on state televi- 
sion by Diosdado Cabello, 
the nation’s powerful inte- 
rior minister. Cabello said 
the foreign citizens were 
part of a CIA-led plot to 
overthrow the Venezuelan 
government and kill several 
members of its leadership. 
In the television program, 
Cabello showed images of 
rifles that he said were con- 
fiscated from some of the 
plotters of the alleged plan. 
The arrest of the American 
citizens included a mem- 
ber of the Navy, who Ca- 
bello identified as Wilbert 
Joseph 
Castañeda 
Go- 
mez. Cabello said that Go- 
mez was a navy seal who 
had served in Afghanistan, 


Iraq and Colombia. Spain’s 
embassy in Venezuela did 
not reply to a request for 
comment on the arrests of 
its citizens. 
The U.S. State Department 
late Saturday confirmed 
the detention of a U.S. 
military member and said 
it was aware of “uncon- 


firmed reports of two addi- 
tional U.S. citizens detained 
in Venezuela.” 
“Any claims of U.S. involve- 
ment in a plot to overthrow 
Maduro are categorically 
false. The United States 
continues to support a 
democratic solution to the 
political crisis in Venezue- 


la,” the statement said. 
The announcement of the 
arrests comes just two days 
after the U.S. Treasury im- 
posed sanctions on 16 al- 
lies of Maduro who were 
accused by the U.S. gov- 
ernment of obstructing vot- 
ing during the disputed July 
28 Venezuelan presidential 


election, and carrying out 
human rights abuses. 
Earlier this week, Spain’s 
parliament recognized op- 
position candidate Edmun- 
do Gonzalez as the winner 
of the election, angering 
Maduro allies who called 
on the Venezuelan govern- 
ment to suspend commer- 
cial and diplomatic rela- 
tions with Spain. 


Tensions 
between 
Ven- 
ezuela’s government and 
the U.S. have increased as 
well following the election, 
whose result sparked pro- 
tests within Venezuela in 
which hundreds of opposi- 
tion activists were arrested. 
Venezuela’s 
Electoral 
Council, which is closely 
aligned with the Maduro 
administration, said Mad- 
uro won the election with 
52% of the vote, but did not 
provide a detailed break- 
down of the results. 
Opposition activists, how- 
ever, surprised the govern- 
ment by collecting tally 
sheets from 80% of the na- 
tion’s voting machines.q 


Socialist Party President Diosdado Cabello gives his weekly press conference, in Catia La Mar, La 
Guaira, Venezuela, Aug. 19, 2019. 
Associated Press 
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Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 


(Oranjestad)—The 
name 
Adriaan Laclé may ring 
a bell to locals as one of 
the bigger roads on the 
island, but about a century 
ago, Adriaan Laclé was 
a rich businessman, well- 
known for his generosity, 
wealth, 
and 
taste. 
Adriaan was born in 1866 
and was the eldest of 
six children. Not much is 
known about his childhood 
upbringing or any of his 
earlier business ordeals, but 
during his hay day he often 
helped people get loans, 
was 
a 
well-established 
trader, and owned several 
plots 
of 
land. 
In 
fact, 
he 
commissioned 
the 
construction of the famous 


La Quinta Carmen manor— 
now a restaurant. Though 
he himself never lived in 
the beautiful manor, his 
own house also reflected 
his success and good taste. 
Today his house still stands 
in good condition and can 


be found in the back streets 
of main street Oranjestad. 
Regarding his personal life, 
it has been said that he 
was married twice during 
his lifetime. He had his first 
daughter during his first 
marriage but lost his wife 


soon after her birth. During 
his 
second 
marriage, 
he fathered 16 children. 
However, it has been said 
that only 11 of those 17 
made it past 18 years of 
age. Perhaps two of his 
most well-known daughters 
are Maria Monica Laclé 
and 
Maria 
Veneranda 
Laclé, who went on to 
marry successful brothers 
Eloy Arends and Maximilian 
Arends, respectively. Their 
houses are still standing; 
Eloy and Maria Monica’s 
mansion functions as a 
townhall, 
used 
to 
host 
civil 
marriages, 
while 
Maximilian 
and 
Maria 
Veneranda’s house stands 
on the opposite side of 


the road to them—though 
currently under renovation 
after years left in ruin. 
Source: 
De 
Kolibrie 
op 
de Rots (en meer over 
de 
geschiedenis 
van 
Aruba) by Evert Bongers. 


Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white sand or 
corals 


(Oranjestad)—Often times, 
the customs department at 
the airport intercepts many 
tourists leaving the island 
with seashells, white sand 
and/or corals as souvenirs. 
Conforming 
to 
the 
international treaty of CITES 
and our local law which 
protects our Flora & Fauna, 
it is absolutely prohibited 
to 
take 
any 
seashell, 
sand and coral outside of 
Aruba. This is to protect 
our 
environment. 
The 


high number of seashells, 
coral and amount of sand 
confiscated is very strange 
and it is suspected that our 
own locals are the ones 
selling these to the tourists, 
which is unacceptable. 
Upon confiscation at the 
airport, you can also face a 
fine that they have to pay 
before leaving. This is surely 
not a pleasant experience 
for the tourist. This also leads 
to a negative reaction 
which can put our tourism 


in a negative light. 
Though 
we 
love 
to 
accommodate our visitors, 
let’s all give nature the 
respect 
it 
deserves 
by 
protecting our environment. 
Stop collecting seashells, 


white sand and corals from 
our shores and stop buying 
or accepting these from 
local sellers or companies. 


We 
want 
our 
future 
generations 
and 
visitors 


to enjoy the beauty of 
our beaches, shells and 
corals 
in 
a 
sustainable 
way, 
without 
destroying 
or disrupting the Aruban 
ecosystem. Help us protect 
what is ours! 
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Aruba to me 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your va- 
cation memory. 


Isn’t that a special way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? 


Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, 
Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 


promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 


Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and 
Facebook 
page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 
For today we received a 
lovely message from Josh 
and Paid Britt, 


They wrote to us saying: 
“Aruba is more than just 
a beautiful island; it’s our 
happy place. From the mo- 
ment we step off the plane, 
we are greeted with warm 
smiles and a gentle warm 
breeze that instantly makes 


us feel instantly at home. 


The locals, with their friend- 
ly and welcoming nature, 
have become like extend- 
ed family to us. They share 
their stories, traditions, and 
the best-kept secrets of 
the island, making every 
visit unique and memo- 
rable. On our very first visit 
we were told see you next 
year. They were right and 
we keep coming every 
year.” 


Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers! 


Aruban snacks and where to find them 


ORANJESTAD — Want to 
taste something different 
for a change? How about 
some Aruban snacks that 
you can find all around the 
island? Hop in your car, 
and go to these locations 
to find some of the most 
popular and tasty snacks 
that are beloved by our 
locals. 


One of the staples of 
Aruban cuisine and snacks 
is the Pastechi. Pastechi is 
a Caribbean fried pastry 
that is filled with cheese, 
meat, chicken, veggies 
and sometimes even fish! 
Or perhaps you might 
want to try a croquette, 
locally called a “kroket,” 
which is a crusty fried 
snack with typically a meat 
and dough mix filling. The 
Aruban kroket is based on 


its Dutch counterpart, the 
“bitterbal”. 


These two snacks are 
typically found in all local 
snack trucks, which can 
be found all over the 
island, including on the 
side of the main road that 
stretches from San Nicolas 
to the Hotel Area. You can 
also find pastechis and 
krokets at local bakeries 
and snack shops, like 
Bright Bakery in Piedra Plat, 
Huchada in Santa Cruz or 
Pastechi House in the city 


center. These places may 
also sell other snacks and 
sandwiches too, perfect 
for on-the-road lunch 
break. 


While you’re at it, why not 
accompany your snack 
with a refreshing “batido”? 
Batidos are fruit shakes, 
typically made with added 
milk for some creaminess. 
However, you can also ask 
to hold the milk. Batidos 
are commonly found in 
snack shops too. You may 
find some batido shops 
next the flee markets 
downtown, or if you’re on 
your way to San Nicolas, 
at Mauchi Smoothies and 
Juice Bar in Savaneta 
(located at the side of the 
main road). 


If you are looking for 


something a bit more fresh 
and healthy, why not try 
some coconuts, or shaved 
ice from local vendors? 
These vendors carry their 
little shop at the back of 
their truck, so they are 
ever-moving around the 
island. However, there are 
a few spots where you 
can almost always find 
a coconut/shaved ice 
vendor: 
1. 
Right next to the 
Red Anchor in San Nicolas, 
on the way to Baby Beach. 
2. 
Along the main 
road next to the airport 
field. 


3. 
At the California 
Light House. 
4. 
At the Alto Vista 
Chapel. 


These vendors may also 
sell other delights, like the 
beloved coconut-based 
dessert “cocada” or 
peanuts. All in all, in Aruba, 
you can always find some 
place to take a break and 
have a bite of something 
local, you maybe just 
might have to look for 
them! 
Photo credit: wheninaruba. 
com 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. 
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 


the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 


her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 
Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, 
they 
both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which 
sunlight 
passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 


Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 


by vandalism. However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 
ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love 


The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem 
of the island. Though this 
cave is no longer acces- 
sible to the public, it surely 
is interesting to learn more 
about the history of these 
caves and the Awarak 
tribes that resided or uti- 
lized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight! 
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation 


The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % 
of the island. Its rugged 
terrain, 
desert-like 
hills 
filled 
with 
tall 
cacti, 
breathtaking 
coastline 
and protected local flora 
and fauna welcome you 
to 
be 
explored. 
There 
are numerous animals to 
discover, for example the 
sea turtle who lays his eggs 
on the park’s beaches. 


The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural 
and 
historical 
sites. These can all be 
enjoyed 
and 
explored 
either on your own or 
during guided tours. A wide 
variety of educational and 
informative programs and 
fun activities is available. 


Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species of 
sea turtle lay their eggs on 
Aruba’s beaches? In the 
national park, a Least Tern 
(Sternula antillarum) keeps 
a strict eye on a very special 
event taking place below 
on the beach: a majestic 
Leatherback (Dermochelys 
coriacea) heads back to 
sea after laying her eggs, 
while another nest laid 2 
months ago by the same 
female hatches—a very 
rare occurrence of daytime 
nesting and hatching. Sea 


turtles prefer nesting in the 
cool and dark hours of 
the night. And hatchlings 
usually wait for the cue 
of cooling surface sand 
before emerging. 


Nature Conservation 
The 
protected 
area 
of 
National Park Arikok was 
officially 
established 
in 
2000. Arikok National Park 
is a 34 square kilometers 
(7907 acres) of natural 
area, located at the north- 
eastern part of Aruba which 
contains examples of most 
of the island’s flora and 
fauna against a backdrop 
of 
great 
geological 
complexity. We are proud 
to state that approximately 
18% of the total land area 
of Aruba is assigned as a 
National Park, to protect 
and preserve the flora, 


fauna, 
geology 
and 
historical remains present 
within Arikok National Park. 


The Landscape 
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. 
The main aspects are the 
rough hills of the volcanic 
Aruba lava formation, the 
mysterious rocks of the 
batholithic 
quartz-diorite/ 
tonalite, and the limestone 
rocks from fossilized coral. 
The two tallest hills on the 
island are situated within 
the park. Jamanota hill 188 
meters (617 ft) and Arikok 
hill 176 meters (577 ft), from 
which the name of the park 
is derived. 


The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave 
beaten 
North Coast is broken by 
several 
bays 
(boca’s). 
Most of them are small 
yet impressive inlets at the 
mouth of dry riverbeds. 
Some 
of 
these 
bays 
(boca’s) are spectacular 
sights, adorned with white, 
sandy beaches and sand 
dunes, as is the case at 
Boca Prins and Dos Playa. 


Arikok 
is 
also 
home 
to 
Conchi, 
Aruba’s 
most 
important 
natural 
attraction; 
also 
known 
as The Natural Pool. The 
journey to the Pool is and 
adventure by itself and 
only possible by foot, horse, 


ATV or 4×4 vehicle. 


Cultural 
and 
Historical 
components 
There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. 
The Caquetío Indians left 
rock paintings in Cunucu 
Arikok and Fontein Cave. 
The bird drawing in the 
park logo is a copy of one 
of these historical artistic 
expressions. 


Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an 
active 
yet 
challenging 
agricultural past. 


These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the 
few families that worked 
the land. These families 
found ways to survive in 
the 
difficult 
conditions, 
and were able to erect 
their homes with materials 
found in the area. Two of 
these adobe houses have 
been restored. Park rangers 
are learning many of the 
old 
building 
techniques 


in order to preserve this 
unique Aruban mud-house. 
At Cunucu Arikok and near 
Plantation Prins you can 
find these adobe houses. 


Park Management 
For the management of 
the 
park, 
a 
dedicated 
foundation 
“Fundacion 
Parke 
Nacional 
Arikok” 
(FPNA), 
known 
today 
as 
the 
Aruba 
National 
Park 
Foundation 
was 
established in July 2003. In 
February 2017, mangrove 
and wetland RAMSAR site 
#198 Spanish Lagoon was 
annexed to Arikok National 
Park due to its importance 
as a feeding and breeding 
area for water birds and as 
a nursery area for a variety 
of marine organisms. With 
this addition, the areas 
under FPNA management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while 
the 
amount 
of 
species of flora and fauna 
to be conserved to over 
250. On December 21st, 
2018 (AB 2018 no. 77) Parke 
Marino Aruba – currently 
consisting of four marine 
protected areas (MPAs) – 
was officially established 
and subsequently brought 
under 
management 
of 
FPNA. In 2019 management 
plans will be established 
for the new MPAs which 
include: coral reefs, sea 
grass 
beds, 
mangrove 
systems, a large diversity of 
breeding seabirds. Parke 
Marino Aruba also contains 
potential 
shark 
nursery 
areas, 
endangered 
sea 
turtle nesting beaches and 
marine mammal nursery 
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In celebrating 200 years of Oranjestad... 
Learn about the history of the famous town hall! 


(Oranjestad)—If 
you’ve 
ever taken a stroll through 
main 
street 
Oranjestad, 
you may have stumbled 
upon a big green house 
with 
beautiful 
colonial 
design. 
This 
legendary 
house, now used as a town 
hall for civil marriages, was 
once owned by a wealthy 
doctor and formed part 
of the elite neighborhood 
in 
Oranjestad. 


Jacobo Eloy Arends was 
an 
Aruban 
physician, 
and in lived in Oranjestad 
during the 1920s. In 1922, 
he married Maria Monica 
Lacle, the daughter of 
well-known business man 
at the time, Adriaan Lacle. 
The two lived a posh life 
in the city center, and 
their mansion—once the 
center for neighborhood 
parties—now serves as a 
public town hall for civil 
marriages and is a cultural 
monument on the island. 


The house was designed 
by architect Chibi Wever, 
and 
constructed 
under 
the leadership of famous 
master carpenter, Dada 
Picus, who was famous at 
the time for his construction 
of 
beautiful 
buildings. 


The construction of the 
house started once Jacobo 
and Maria got engaged. It 
is said that during the time 
of construction, Maria was 
not allowed to see the 
building nor be anywhere 
near the construction site. 
It wasn’t until after her 
honeymoon that she saw 
the completed mansion 
for the first time, furnished 
entirely by her sisters-in-law. 
The mansion also contained 
the 
doctor’s 
office, 
as 
well as a pharmacy. After 
the death of Jacobo, the 
house was inherited by his 
son, an Aruban dentist, 
who converted Jacobo’s 


office into his own dental 
practice. Over the years, 
the house was rented and 
used by third parties, but 
eventually fell into disrepair, 
as the maintenance cost 
became too high to cover. 


The land was sold to Land 
Aruba in 1986, but it did 
not see a renovation until 
1997. Nowadays, it serves 
to host weddings, and is 
attached to a modern 
building situated behind— 
the Aruban census office. 


Jacobo 
and 
Maria’s 
mansion was situated in 
front of another famous 
mansion, 
owned 
by 
Jacobo’s brother Frederico 
Maximiliaan 
(Machi) 
Arends. 
Frederico 
was 
married 
to 
Veneranda 
(whom the mansion was 
named after). Their house 
was 
also 
constructed 
by Dada Picus, utilizing 
Veneranda’s 
design 
vision that was inspired 
by a house she saw in 


Cartagena, 
Colombia. 


Nowadays, this mansion 
lies 
in 
ruins. 
However, 
the Aruban government 
recently 
announced 
its 
official 
restoration, 
with 
plans 
to 
convert 
this 
monument 
into 
a 
governmental 
office 
and 
public 
space 
for 
visitors 
of 
Oranjestad. 
Source 
and 
pictures 
credited to: “De Kolibrie 
op de Rots (en meer over 
the 
geschiedenis 
van 
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im- 
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: September 03 - 24 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber : tel.582 1780 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas:tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002 


Best Indian Astrologer 
Know about your past, present, 
future by palm and face reading 
Tel. 747 0808 
________________________________218336 


Tech billionaire returns to Earth after first private 
spacewalk 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE 
CANAVERAL, 
Fla. 
(AP) — A billionaire space- 
walker returned to Earth 
with his crew on Sunday, 
ending a five-day trip that 
lifted them higher than 
anyone has traveled since 
NASA’s moonwalkers. 
SpaceX’s capsule splashed 
down in the Gulf of Mexico 
near Florida’s Dry Tortugas 
in the predawn darkness, 
carrying 
tech 
entrepre- 
neur Jared Isaacman, two 
SpaceX engineers and a 
former Air Force Thunder- 
bird pilot. 
They pulled off the first pri- 
vate spacewalk while or- 
biting nearly 460 miles (740 
kilometers) above Earth, 
higher than the Interna- 
tional Space Station and 
Hubble Space Telescope. 
Their spacecraft hit a peak 
altitude of 875 miles (1,408 
kilometers) following Tues- 
day’s liftoff. 
Isaacman became only 
the 264th person to per- 
form a spacewalk since 
the former Soviet Union 
scored the first in 1965, and 
SpaceX’s Sarah Gillis the 
265th. Until now, all space- 
walks were done by pro- 
fessional astronauts. 
“We 
are 
mission 
com- 
plete,” Isaacman radioed 
as the capsule bobbed 
in the water, awaiting the 
recovery team. Within an 
hour, all four were out of 
their spacecraft, pumping 
their fists with joy as they 
emerged onto the ship’s 
deck. 
It was the first time SpaceX 
aimed for a splashdown 
near the Dry Tortugas, a 
cluster of islands 70 miles 
(113 kilometers) west of 
Key West. To celebrate 
the new location, SpaceX 
employees brought a big, 
green turtle balloon to 
Mission Control at com- 
pany 
headquarters 
in 
Hawthorne, 
California. 
The company usually tar- 
gets closer to the Florida 
coast, but two weeks of 
poor 
weather 
forecasts 
prompted SpaceX to look 
elsewhere. 
During 
Thursday’s 
com- 
mercial 
spacewalk, 
the 
Dragon capsule’s hatch 
was open barely a half- 


hour. Isaacman emerged 
only up to his waist to brief- 
ly test SpaceX’s brand new 
spacesuit followed by Gillis, 
who was knee high as she 
flexed her arms and legs 
for several minutes. Gillis, a 
classically trained violinist, 
also held a performance in 
orbit earlier in the week. 
The spacewalk lasted less 
than two hours, consider- 
ably shorter than those at 
the 
International 
Space 
Station. Most of that time 
was needed to depres- 
surize the entire capsule 
and then restore the cabin 
air. Even SpaceX’s Anna 
Menon and Scott “Kidd” 
Poteet, 
who 
remained 
strapped in, wore space- 
suits. 
SpaceX considers the brief 


exercise a starting point to 
test spacesuit technology 
for future, longer missions 
to Mars. 
This was Isaacman’s sec- 
ond chartered flight with 
SpaceX, with two more still 
ahead under his personally 
financed space explora- 
tion program named Po- 
laris after the North Star. He 
paid an undisclosed sum 
for his first spaceflight in 
2021, taking along contest 
winners and a pediatric 
cancer survivor while rais- 
ing more than $250 million 
for St. Jude Children’s Re- 
search Hospital. 
For the just completed so- 
called Polaris Dawn mission, 
the founder and CEO of 
the Shift4 credit card-pro- 
cessing company shared 


the cost with SpaceX. Isaa- 
cman won’t divulge how 
much he spent.q 


This image made from SpaceX video shows its capsule, center, carrying tech entrepreneur Jared 
Isaacman with his crew after it reached the Gulf of Mexico near Florida’s Dry Tortugas early Sun- 
day, Sept. 15, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Caitlin Clark scores career-high 35, Kelsey Mitchell adds 30 as 
Fever beat Wings 110-109 


INDIANAPOLIS 
(AP) 
— 
Caitlin 
Clark 
scored 
a 
career-high 35 points with 
eight assists, Kelsey Mitchell 
added 30 points and the 
duo combined to hit 12 of 
Indiana’s 16 3-pointers to 
help the Fever beat the 
Dallas Wings 110-109 on 
Sunday. 
Clark, whose 329 assists 
are a single-season WNBA 
record, has a rookie-record 
761 
points 
this 
season, 
breaking the mark set by 
Seimone Augustus (744) in 
2006. 
Indiana 
(20-19), 
which 
was coming off back-to- 
back losses to the two- 
time 
defending 
WNBA 
champion Las Vegas Aces, 
clinched the No. 6 seed in 
the playoffs, which begin 
next Sunday. The Fever 
will play the third-seeded 


Connecticut Sun, who won 
three of the four regular- 
season matchups between 
the teams, in the first round. 
Indiana tied its franchise 
record 
for 
single-game 
scoring and tied its season 


high for made 3s. The Fever 
made 38 of 76 from the 
field, shot 47% from 3-point 
range and hit 18 of 21 (86%) 
from the free-throw line. 
Clark made a driving layup, 
stole a pass on the other 


end and then came off a 
screen by Temi Fagbenle 
and made another layup 
to give the Fever a 90- 
86 lead with 6:35 to play. 
Teaira McCowan scored 
inside to cut the deficit 
to two, but Clark made 
back-to-back 3s and, after 
a transition take foul, hit a 
free throw to make it 97-88 
with four minutes left. 
Arike Ogunbowale made a 
contested runner in the lane 
and then a layup to spark 
an 8-0 spurt that pulled the 
Wings within a point with 
2:27 remaining. Mitchell hit 
a 3-pointer off an inbounds 
pass from Clark and, after 
Satou Sabally scored in the 
paint, Damiris Dantas hit 3s 
25 seconds apart to give 
Indiana a 106-98 lead with 
a minute to go. 
Ogunbowale fed Natasha 


Howard for a short pullup 
jumper, then converted a 
3-point play to make it a 
one-possession game with 
41 seconds left. Clark and 
Aliyah Boston each made 
2 of 2 from the free-throw 
line to hold off the Wings, 
who got 3-pointers from 
Ogunbowale and Sabally 
in the final 2.1 seconds. 
Dallas (9-30) has lost eight 
games in a row. 
Ogunbowale and Sabally 
scored 27 points apiece 
for the Wings and Natasha 
Howard added 26 points 
and 10 rebounds. 
Boston scored 15 points for 
Indiana. 
The Fever have split their 
previous two meetings this 
season with Dallas. Each 
team scored at least 100 
points to win on its home 
court.q 


Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) shoots over Dallas Wings 
guard Sevgi Uzun (1) in the second half of a WNBA basketball 
game in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Gardner Minshew rallies Raiders past Ravens 26-23 with 3 fourth- 
quarter scoring drives 


By DAVID GINSBURG 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Gardner 
Minshew and the Raiders 
brushed aside years of frus- 
tration and criticism with a 
memorable 
performance 
on a splendid afternoon for 
underdogs. 
Minshew led three scoring 
drives in the fourth quarter, 
Daniel Carlson kicked a go- 
ahead 38-yard field goal 
with 27 seconds left and 
Las Vegas rallied to beat 
the Baltimore Ravens 26-23 
on Sunday. 
Baltimore appeared head- 
ed toward its first win of the 
season after Derrick Henry 
plowed into the end zone 
for a 23-13 lead with 12 
minutes left. But the Raiders 
(1-1) stormed back behind 
Minshew. 
After 
Carlson 
kicked 
a 
25-yarder to cut Las Vegas’ 
deficit, Minshew connect- 
ed with Davante Adams 
on a 1-yard TD pass to tie it 
with 3:54 to go. 
The Raiders quickly got the 
ball back and Minshew 
moved Las Vegas down- 
field before Carlson kicked 
his fourth field goal of the 
game. 


The comeback defied logic 
given that Minshew came 
in with a 15-23 career re- 
cord as a starter. Not only 
that, but Las Vegas scored 
only 10 points last week in a 
loss to the Chargers. 
Not to mention, the Raid- 
ers haven’t had a winning 
season since 2021 and 
were on the road against a 


team that forged the best 
record in the NFL just one 
year ago. 
“I look forward to continue 
to build on that momen- 
tum,” Minshew said. “Ev- 
erybody feels pretty great 
about it. There’s a ton of 
tape to clean up. We’re 
going to do that, but I think 
everyone feels and be- 


lieves what we can be as 
an offense.” 
Seeking to bounce back 
from a harrowing 27-20 loss 
to the two-time defend- 
ing champion Kansas City 
Chiefs, the Ravens instead 
dropped to 0-2 for the first 
time since 2015. 
“Disappointing loss, tough 
loss,” Baltimore coach John 


Harbaugh said. “It could 
have gone our way, but 
we didn’t get the job done. 
(We’re) 0-2, but it’s a 17- 
game season, and we will 
be defined by the next 15 
games.” 
Minshew went 30 for 38 for 
276 yards. He was sacked 
five times and intercepted 
once, but none of that mat- 
tered as he led the Raiders 
to a stunning comeback 
on the road. 
Baltimore’s Lamar Jackson 
completed 21 of 34 pass- 
es for 247 yards. He was 
limited to 20 yards rushing 
after amassing 122 on the 
ground against the Chiefs. 
“I told these guys last night 
and throughout the week 
to beat one of the best 
teams in football last year 
and to beat one of the 
best players in the game, 
Lamar, we need all the 
units to play at their best,” 
coach Antonio Pierce said. 
“It all came down together 
in the fourth quarter.” 
Especially the final 12 min- 
utes. 
Henry rushed for 84 yards 
and a score.q 


Las Vegas Raiders place kicker Daniel Carlson (2) kicks a field goal against the Baltimore Ravens 
during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Baltimore. 
Associated Press 
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Aaron Judge hits MLB-best 53rd homer, Yankees open 3-game 
AL East lead with 5-2 win over Red Sox 


By LARRY FLEISHER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron 
Judge hit his major league- 
leading 53rd homer, and 
the New York Yankees 
beat the Boston Red Sox 
5-2 on Sunday to open a 
three-game AL East lead 
over second-place Balti- 
more. 
Judge, whose 132 RBIs also 
top the major leagues, 
homered twice in three 
games followed a career- 
high 16-game homerless 
streak and helped Carlos 
Rodón get his career-best 
15th win. 
New 
York 
(87-63) 
took 
three of four from the Red 
Sox and headed on the 
road for a seven-game trip 
to Seattle and Oakland on 
the verge of clinching a 
postseason berth after fail- 
ing to reach the playoffs 
last year for the first time 
since 2016. 
Tyler O’Neill hit a two-run 
homer for the Red Sox (75- 
75), who dropped 4 1/2 
games behind Minnesota 
(79-70) for the final AL wild 
card spot. 
Wearing No. 21 on Roberto 
Clemente Day, Judge hit a 
two-run shot in a three-run 
third off Kutter Crawford 
(8-15) on an 0-1 fastball. 
The 445-foot drive soared 
off the glass of the center- 
field restaurant that serve’s 
as the batter’s eye and fell 
onto the netting above 
Monument 
Park 
behind 
center field for a 4-0 lead. 
After Boston manager Alex 
Cora admitted before the 
game Brayan Bello tried 
hitting Judge on purpose 
in the sixth inning Saturday 
on a pitch that was behind 
the slugger, Judge car- 
ried his bat about halfway 
down the line before drop- 
ping it as he approached 
first base. 
“It’s a big homer,” Judge 
said. “We’re playing the 
Red Sox. This is a big rival, 
big games, big moment. 
So I’m just having some fun 
with the moment.” 
Judge joined Babe Ruth 
(1921, 1927), Roger Maris 
(1961), 
Mickey 
Mantle 
(1961) as Yankees with at 
least 53 homers through 
New York’s first 150 games. 
“It’s been an amazing sea- 


son and you’re not going 
to keep him off the board 
long even though I guess 
it’s long by his standards,” 
Yankees manager Aaron 
Boone said. “That ball he hit 


today that ball is cleaned 
out off the restaurant out 
there.” 
“For him it’s pretty normal,” 
Rodón said. “Not many 
guys take that pitch out to 
center like that.” 
Gleyber Torres also hom- 
ered off Crawford, a drive 
into the short porch in right 
to start the third. Accord- 
ing to Statcast, Torres’ drive 
would have been a homer 
only at Houston and Yan- 
kee Stadium. 
“Whatever he can do right 
now, I’m glad to see it in 
person,” Torres said about 
Judge. 
Giancarlo 
Stanton 
had 
an RBI single along with a 
sacrifice fly as the Yankees 
won for the seventh time in 
10 games.q 


New York Yankees’ Aaron Judge reacts after hitting a two-run home run during the third inning of 
a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


